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everybody else was great, upon finding, the day after this
discourse, that she had been appointed to the place.

"The cause of this was soon learnt. The Duchesse de Lude
coveted much to be made lady of honour to the Princess, but
knew she had but little chance, so many others more in favour
than herself being in the field. Madame de Maintenon had an
old servant named Nanon, who had been with her from the
time of her early days of misery, and who had such influence
with her, that this servant was made much of by everybody at
Court, even by the ministers and the daughters of the King. The?
Duchesse de Lude had also an old servant who was on good
terms with the other. The affair therefore was not difficult.
The Duchesse de Lude sent twenty thousand crowns to Nanon,
and on the very evening of the day on which the King had
spoken to Monsieur, she had the place. Thus it is ! A Nanon
sells the most important and the most brilliant offices, and a
Duchesse of high birth is silly enough to buy herself into
servitude !

This appointment excited much envy. The Mar<$chale de
Eochefort, who had expected to be named, made a great ado.
Madame de Maintenon, who despised her, was piqued, and said
that she should have had it but for the conduct of her daughter.
This was a mere artifice; but the daughter was, in truth, no
sample of purity. She had acted in such a manner with
Blansac that he was sent for from the army to marry her, and1
on the very night of their wedding she gave birth to a daughter.
She was full of wit, vivacity, intrigue, and sweetness; yet
most wicked, false, and artificial and all this with a simplicity
of manner that imposed even upon those who knew her best.
More than gallant while her face lasted, she afterwards was-
easier of access, and at last ruined herself for the meanest
valets. Yet, notwithstanding her vices, she was the prettiest
flower of the Court bunch, and had her chamber always full of
the best-company : she was also much sought after by the three
daughters of the King. Driven away from the Court,' she was
after much supplication recalled, and pleased the King so
much that Madame de Maintenon, in fear of her, sent her away